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when, and to whom they please ; and this is attested
by many witnesses, and evidenced by several differ-
ing circumstances, of which I have, by inquiry, met
with a great many in my time.

In the Highlands and Islands, they tell you of a
spirit, which the poor ignorant country people call
Browny; or Bronne, as it seems, was the more an-
cient name they gave it, as the Norwegians have
another, whom they call Bielke.

Much pains has been taken to examine who
this Browny is, and whether he is a good spirit or
a bad ; but most of the stories I meet with are so
fabulous, or trifling, or ridiculous, that I rather take
the appearance to be imaginary than real; if it be
real, it must be some low-prized spirit, employed
among the meanest of people, and on the meanest
occasions, scarce worth naming, and yet most of
them rather for evil than good.

It is worth observing, that where these frequent
appearances are, and these second-sighted visionists,,
we rarely hear of any paw-wawing or conjuring, no
black-art-men, very little magic. I fancy it seems
rather, that what business these invisible agents
have to do, and what intercourse they carry on with
this world, they generally do it themselves, they
are not managed by art, or called in to the aid
and assistance of the artists. But as they make
things visible at pleasure, they want no agents,
they do their own business their own way ; and in a
word, they have no magicians among them, none of
those they call cunning men, or that consult with
the invisible world in behalf of others; it seems
they have no occasion of such men, they are not so
fanciful, or overrun with vapours, as we are in this
part of the world.

Yet they have some remains of sorcery among
them too, and particularly they are strangely ad-
dicted to charms. In the isles of Orkney they use